POAC Paediatric Asthma Algorithm

ASTHMA SEVERITY SCORE

This Algorithm gives guidance as to when it is appropriate
Assess: | Score:

to use POAC to fund management of paediatric asthma. Wheeze (a very tight chest may not wheeze at

all due to poor air entry — “silent chest”):

For full information on the management of paediatric None 0
asthma see the Auckland Regional Clinical pathway for Expiratory (by auscultation) 1
Paediatric Asthma. Expiratory and inspiratory 2

Heard without stethoscope 3

Accessory muscle use or indrawing:

None

Mild

Moderate
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Severe

TOTAL:

Patient presents with
asthma.
Assess severity using scoring
chart

Severe asthma
Asthma severity score = 6

Administer salbutamol 6 puffs of 100 mcg via
spacer x 2 twenty minutes apart. AND
prednisolone 1mg/kg orally (max 40mg) AND
O:if saturation in air < 92%

(Usual GP management, not funded by POAC)

Reassessed: Moderate asthma

Reassessed: Severe asthma

Reassessed: mild asthma

Eligible for POAC

(funded time starts here)

Not eligible for POAC Not eligible for POAC

l Repeat salbutamol with l

observations for up to 1 hour
Home with medications

and instructions/action Request Hospital assessment

plan

Reassess Severity*

NO

Improving and safe to
send home?
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