
 
ACCESSING POAC FUNDED ULTRASOUND FOR RIGHT UPPER 

QUADRANT PAIN WITH SUSPECTED GALLSTONES1 

 

1. http://www.bpac.org.nz/BPJ/2014/June/gallstones.aspx 
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Patient presents with severe RUQ pain 

Gallstones Suspected Red Flags  

 Pain not controlled 

with analgesia 

 Jaundice 

 Suspected acute 

cholecystitis 

 Cholangitis 

 Acute Pancreatitis 

Red 

Flags? 

Red 

Flags? 

Diclofenac 75mg (IM if indicated, otherwise oral/PR) 

Repeat after 30 mins if needed (initiate POAC) 

Morphine + anti-emetic if no relief or NSAID 

contraindicated  

Check LFTs, FBC, creatinine, CRP, amylase, urine dip 

Consider alternative diagnoses and emergent red flags 

Pain fully 

settled 

No Jaundice, 

normal or 

mildly 

abnormal LFTs 

Pain fully 

settled 

Jaundiced 

Pain fully 

settled 

 Markedly 

abnormal LFTs 

Pain persistent 

(non-severe) or 

recurrent in last 

1-4 days 

Consider non-

urgent USS 

(ATD/DHB) 

ATD/DHB USS within 5 days  

Contact POAC if assistance required to 

secure appointment within this timeframe. 

Phone POAC 

(09) 535 7218 to 

book urgent USS 

YES 

NO 

Acute Surgical 

Admission 

YES 

NO 

YES 

NO 


